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Maryjane Kenney

From: Ann Sussman

Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2007 11:46AM

To: Design Review Board; Garry Rhodes; Board of Selectmen; kennethsundberg@gmail.com

Subject: Re: ORB Review - 255 Main Street, Acton

To theSelectmen,

TheDesignReviewBoardmet with KenSundberg,June20, to reviewthereconstruction&
expansionof thecommercialpropertyat 255 Main Street,which housesSorrento’s.Mr.
Sundbergis scheduledto comebeforetheSelectmenfor this projectsreview,July 16th•

TheDRB waspleasedto learnthattheproponentwasfamiliarwith Acton’s DesignReview
Guidelinesandsoughtinput from residentialneighborsconcerningits siteplan.

In general,theDRB foundtheproposedprojectfollows theTownof Acton guidelines,indeed,
webelieveit couldbeginthepositive transformationof anunappealingintersectionin town,
oftenconsideredthe‘gatewayto Acton.”

Theproposednewbuilding, think small “FanueilHall” will havea traditionalgableroofand
massing,brick façade,largewindows to thestreet,andHVAC hiddenwithin thepeakedroof!
In keepingwith theguidelines’ intentionto enhancethepedestrianexperience,it will feature
awningsandimprovedadjacentsidewalksfor access.

Tofurther thepedestrian-friendlydevelopmentof thesite,theDRB recommends:

• Outdoorseatingin front of Sorrento’sandtheproposedice-creamparlorat thebuilding
southernend;reductionofparkingby 2 to 3 spacesin front of thebuilding to makeroom
for seatingpatios;rewritingof Acton’s outdoorseatingby-law to permit seatingwithout
fencingassoonasfeasible.

• Addition of bike rackto thesite-plan;
• Addition of side-walkspurdirectly perpendicularto Rte. 27 to encouragefoot traffic
• Addition of shadetreesin parkinglot & additionallandscapingaroundbuilding.
• Realawningsthat arewide enoughto actuallyshadesidewalk/patiobelow...

TheDRB invites Mr. Sundbergto meetwith thedesignboardin thefuture,whenfeasible,to
furtherdiscussmaterialsfor this importantproject,includingawningandroofing material.
Additionally, aDRB memberhasvoicedconcernabouttheextentof treeclearingandselection
of materialsfor retainingwall forexpandedparkingbehindthebuilding.

Sincerely,

Ann Sussman

DRB Chair

Townof Acton

9/7/2007
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Roland Barti

From: Lauren Rosenzweig
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2007 1:51 PM

Dote’ Hunter
Cc: Board of Selectmen; Planning Department
Subject: FW: Dore’s phonecall -Design Review Board requests 5 minutes

Hi Dora’,

am hopingwe cangetthe DesignReviewBoardon for the upcomingagenda.Back in the summerthe
committeehadentertainedapproachingthe PlanningBoardfor a zoning changethatwould enoourageand
enablemoreoutdoorcaféopportunitiesin Acton. We thoughtthetiming mightwork outto bring this forward for
aFall SpecialTown Meeting,but closerexaminationof the public notification requirements,andmaking sure
thereis time for full discussionandvetting by the PlanningBoard,madeAnn Sussmanaschair, andmyselfas
liaison, realizethis is betterto be broughtto theApril Annual TownMeeting.

That beingsaid,5 minutesor sofor the committeeto bring the ideabeforethe Selectment,the press,andthe
cableTV channelwould go a longway to informing peoplethatthiswill be atopic for discussionoverthe next
months. Interestedpartiescanthenfollow up on the issuewith the PlanningBoard,if the Selectmenagreethat
somechangesshouldbe pursued.Currently the bylaw allowsoutdoorseatingin someof the villages,but in
otherpartsof town the entry to anyoutdoorseatingneedsto be primarily from insidetheestablishment.The
DesignReviewBoardseeksto easeup someof the restrictions,andasan advisoryboardto the Selectmen
areseekingourinput.
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From: Ann Sussman [mailto:annsmail@pipeline.com]
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2007 11:00 AM
To: cjoyce©acton-ma.gov
Cc: ‘Design Review Board’
Subject: re: Doré’s phonecall -Design Review Board requests 5 minutes

Christine—
Thanksfor your noteaboutDoré’scomputerbeingdown.

The Design ReviewBoardwas hoping to learnbeforeits nextmeetingon September5m whetherit would be on
the Selectmen’sSeptember

10
th agenda.We’ve requested5 minutesof the BOS’ time.

DRB chair
978 790.7776

From: Dorehunter@aol.com [mailto :Dorehunter©aoLcomJ
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2007 10:27 AM
To: annsmail@pipeline.com
Subject: Re: Design Review Board requests 5 minutes

To:

Sincerely,

Lauren

Thanks

Ann

9/5/2007
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Ann,

I got down to this message of yours after I had all ready written you the email with John Murray’s comments.
I will let you know around Labor Day whether we can get you on the 9/10 agenda. If it truly will only be five
minutes from your side of the table (we Selectmen some times drone on as you know) there is probably not
going to be a problem, but I do want to see the full list, or something approximating that before I decide.

Dore’ Hunter
Selectman, Town of Acton, MA
in Silver Bay, NY
Email: dorehunter@aol.com

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOLcrr.

Novirus found in this incoming message.
Checkedby AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.5.484/ Virus Database:269.13.1/982-ReleaseDate: 8/31/20075:21 PM

No virus found in thisoutgoingmessage.
Checkedby AVG FreeEdition.
Version: 7.5.485 I Virus Database:269.13.6/991- ReleaseDate: 9/5/20072:55 PM
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Maryjane Kenney

From: Dor& Hunter

Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2007 10:17 AM
To; Ann Sussman

Cc: Design Review Board
Subject: Further on your request to be placed on the BOS 10 September Agenda

Ann,

Although I have exchanged emails with the Temporary Manager I cannot yet say whether you can be slotted
in for a Timed Agenda slot before the BOS at our 10 September meeting or not, the various items proposed for
that agenda have not yet been vetted. Whether or not you get on the Agenda for the 10th, or a later meeting, I
would appreciate your submitting in advance whatever documents might be available or can be generated in
advance concerning the matter under discussion so as to enable the Selectmen to review such as part of their
reading the pre-meeting packet and thus have a “running start” on the matter to be discussed.

For your information in responding to my inquiry about the state of the 10 September Agenda the Temporary
Town Manager made the below listed procedural suggestions, which seem to make sense to me:

“I am working with Ann Susman. As you may recall,she presented some suggestions for zoning changes
based upon DRB review of the proposed redevelopment of the Property where Sorrento’s is located. As I
understand the issue, Ann believes she needs B0S conceptual approval prior to going to Planning Board. My
suggestion is:

1. Ann cleatly defines the proposed change and the rationale behind the change in writing (She may feel
this stephas been completed, I just want to provide her with the opportunity to put her best foot
forward.)

2. She submits it to the Manager’s office.
3. The Manager’s office circulate the plan to applicable Board and committees (Sidewalk Committee, TAC,

& Planning Board) and Staff for comrnenC

~~2~~OtobefonceaUinPut has been received we have a Board discusiidrr L~
— — — — .— -

Dore’ Hunter
Selectman, Town of Acton, MA
temporarily in Silver Bay, NY
Email: dorehunter@aol.com

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL,com.

9/4/2007


